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PROVIDING FOR THE REINSTATEMENT AND VALIDA- 
TION OF U.S. OIL AND GAS LEASE BLM 028500 


Avaust 24, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Rogers of Texas, from the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 8437] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 8437) to provide for the reinstatement and 
validation of U.S. oil and gas lease BLM 028500, having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


H.R. 8437 will reinstate an oil and gas lease, BLM 028500, if the 
lessees, within the time prescribed by the measure, tender payments 
to make up deficiencies in rental payments for 1958 and 1959 and if 
there are no intervening rights of third parties that would be adversely 
affected. The committee is advised that there are no intervening 
rights. 

NEED 


Oil and gas lease BLM 028500, affecting certain public lands in the 
State of Oklahoma, apparently terminated by operation of law on 
February 1, 1958, because the lessees failed to pay in full on or before 
that date the rent due for the year then beginning. It has been estab- 
lished to the satisfaction of the committee that this failure arose, in 
large part, from an error in the bill sent to the lessees by a local officer 
of the Bureau of Land Management. The amount billed was $56 
when it should have been $80. The lessees paid in full the amount 
billed to them by the Bureau of Land Management. 

A similar error occurred in connection with the billing and rental 
payment for the lease year beginning February 1, 1959. 
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In a case like this where the rights or interests of third parties are 
not affected and no public detriment is involved and where there has 
been no undue lapse of time in seeking relief the committee believes 
that hardships resulting from the errors or omissions of Government 
officers can properly be alleviated. 

Reinstatement of Jease BLM 028500 will permit the exploration or 
development of oil and gas to be continued on the leased lands by the 
former lessees and will allow the lease rentals to be collected and the 
collected funds to be credited in the Treasury. 


COST 


The enactment of H.R. 8437 will involve no appreciable cost to the 
Government. 
DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION 


A “no objection” report from the Department of the Interior follows: 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., August 21, 1959. 
Hon. Wayne N. AspPINALL, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Asprnatu: This is in reply to your request for the views 
of this Department on H.R. 8437, a bill to provide for the reinstate- 
ment and validation of U.S. oil and gas lease BLM 028500. 

We would not object to the enactment of H.R. 8437. 

This bill would provide that the oil and gas lease No. BLM 028500, 
dated February 1, 1952, would not be held to have been terminated 
by operation of law for the payment of the incorrect amount of rental 
for 1958 and 1959, but would be held in full force and effect if the 
lessees tendered payment of rental within a specified period and if 
no third parties had in the meantime acquired intervening rights. 
The period specified for the tender of payment would be 30 days after 
the receipt of notice from the Secretary of the Interior of the correct 
amount due; the Secretary in turn would be required to give this 
notice to the lessees within 30 days of the date of approval of H.R. 
8437. 

The terms of the lease required the payment of an annual rental of 
$1 per acre for the entire leasehold. However, the Bureau of Land 
Management of this Department erred in sending out its customary 
notice of the amount of rental due, billing the lessee $1 per acre for 
21.77 acres and 50 cents per acre for 47.35 acres. The lessee paid 
the amount charged. The error in billing was found after the lease- 
hold had been determined to be in a producing status because of a 
productive well under a communitization agreement involving part of 
this leasehold. The rental on land in a producing status is $1 per 
acre. 

A lessee is charged with full responsibility for the payment of 
annual rentals on his leasehold. However, to rely on the notice sent 
out by the Bureau was a natural action, and the lessee did pay the 
amount billed. Consequently, we would not object to H.R. 8437 
which would give the lessee a second chance to make proper payment. 
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The State supervisor of the Bureau of Land Management’s New 
Mexico office has reported that as of July 31 ‘No offers have been 
filed for any of the lands within the leasehold, nor has any action 
been taken to effect termination of the lease on the records.” 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Roger Ernst, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends the 
enactment of H.R. 8437. 
O 
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LL 


LAND CONVEYANCE TO BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
HENDERSON, TENN. 





Avuaust 24, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Cootey, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 669] 


The Committee on Agriculture to whom was referred the bill (S. 
669) to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to convey certain lands 
to the Bethel Baptist Church of Henderson, Tenn., having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


This bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to sell to the 
Bethel Baptist Church of Henderson, Tenn., at fair market value as 
determined by the Secretary of Agriculture a tract of land not to exceed 
six-tenths of an acre. 

COST 


There would be no cost involved under this bill since the church 
would be required to pay the fair market value of the realty to be 
conveyed by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


NEED FOR LEGISLATION 


The land being considered is a part of the former Chickasaw Forest 
land utilization project (TN-LU-7) which was conveyed by the United 
States to the State under provisions of title II] of the Bankhead-Jones 
Farm Tenant Act. The State is now administering the project as the 
Chickasaw State Park and we understand it would be willing to con- 
vey the portion to the church, but-is prevented from doing so because 
the lands were granted to the State under the legal requirement that 
such lands be used for public purposes or revert to the United States. 
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Use of the property as proposed by the church does not qualify as a 
public use. 

As a means of making the parcel available to the church, the State 
has indicated a willingless to declare the parcel surplus to the needs 
of the State of Tennessee and reconvey it to the United States if, in 
turn, the United States can convey the property to the church. 

The Secretary’s authority to sell the land would terminate if the 
State failed to convey it to the United States within 1 year after the 
date of the act. 

DEPARTMENTAL APPROVAL 


The Department has no objection to this bill or to an identical 
bill, H.R. 6147, by Mr. Murray. The Department recommended an 
amendment to include the application of the bill to title IV of the 
Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act. This amendment was adopted 
by the Senate and is incorporated in S. 669 as reported herein. The 
letter from the Department of Agriculture indicating its approval 
and the suggested amendment is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D.C., May 29, 1959. 
Hon. ALLEN J. ELLENDER, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, 
U.S. Senate. 

Dear Senator ELLENDER: Reference is made to your request of 
January 26, 1959, for the views of this Department on S. 669, a bill, 
to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to convey certain lands to 
the Bethel Baptist Church of Henderson, Tenn. 

We have no objection to enactment of S. 669 if it is amended as 
recommended herein. 

S. 669 would authorize and direct the Secretary of Agriculture to 
convey to the Bethel Baptist Church of Henderson, Tenn., by quit- 
claim deed all right, title, and interest in not to exceed six-tenths of 
an acre of land which may hereafter be conveyed without a considera- 
tion to the United States by the State of Tennessee from lands located 
in the Chickasaw State Park, Tenn., and which were previously con- 
veyed to the State by the United States under the provisions of title 
III of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act. The conveyance to 
the church by the United States would be without reversionary rights 
and would be for a consideration of the fair market value as determined 
by the Secretary. The Secretary’s authority to sell the land would 
terminate if the State failed to convey it to the United States within 
1 year after date of the act. 

The Bethel Church desires to secure about one-half acre to be used 
as a building site for a church pastorium. We understand that no 
suitable privately owned sites are obtainable. 

The land being considered is a part of the former Chickasaw Forest 
land utilization project (TN-LU-7) which was conveyed by the 
United States to the State under provisions of title III of the Bank- 
head-Jones Farm Tenant Act. The State is now administering the 
project as the Chickasaw State Park and we understand it would be 
willing to convey the portion to the church but is prevented from 
doing so because the lands were granted to the State under the legal 
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requirement that such lands be used for public purposes or revert to 
the United States. Use of the property as proposed by the church 
does not qualify as a public use. 

As a means of making the parcel available to the church, the State 
has indicated a willingness to declare the parcel surplus to the needs 
of the State of Tennessee and reconvey it to the United States if, in 
turn, the United States can convey the property to the church. 

The opening lines of the bill read: “That, (a) notwithstanding the 
provisions of title III of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act, the 
Secretary of Agriculture * * *.”’ Title IV of that act also relates to 
conveyances under the act and should also be referred to if reference 
is to be made to title III. To accomplish this, the following amend- 
ment to S. 699 is suggested: 

Page 1, line 3, after “title III” add: “and title IV”. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the 
submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
[s} True D. Morss, 
Acting Secretary. 
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EXEMPTING FROM ALL TAXATION CERTAIN PROPERTY 
OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
INTERNATIONAL IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Avaust 24, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. McMittan, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 685} 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 685) to exempt from all taxation certain property of the 
Association for Childhood Education International in the District of 
Columbia having considered the same, report favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommend that the bill S. 685 do pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to exempt from taxation lots 11, 801, 806, 
and 807, situated in square 1908 in the city of Washington, D.C., 
owned by the Association for Childhood Education International, a 
District of Columbia corporation, and all personal property located 
thereon, so long as the same is owned, occupied, and used by the 
aforementioned association for its educational and other corporate 
purposes and is not used for commercial or income-producing purposes, 
subject to the provisions of sections 2, 3, and 5 of the act entitled 
“An act to define the real property exempt from taxation in the 
District of Columbia,” approved December 24, 1942 (56 Stat. 1089; 
D.C. Code, secs. 47-801b, 47-801c, and 47-801e). 

The purposes and objectives of the association, as set forth in its 
certificate of incorporation, are as follows: 


To work for the education and well-being of children; 
To promote desirable conditions, programs, and practices 
in the schools—nursery through elementary ; 
To raise the standards of preparation and to encourage 
Seven professional growth of teachers and leaders in this 
eld; 
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To bring into active cooperation all groups concerned 
with children in the school, the home, and the community; 
To inform the public of the needs of children and how the 
school program must be adjusted to fit these needs; 
To achieve this purpose, Association for Childhood Edu- 
cation International shall be guided by a dynamic philosophy 
of education which is flexible and responsive to human needs 
in a changing society. 
The association is a District of Columbia charitable nonprofit edu- 
cational corporation and is supported by dues from its members and 
income from the sale of its aaa, The present assessed value 


of the land and improvements thereon is $24,262, and at the current 
tax rate of $2.30 per hundred, the tax loss to the District of Columbia 
would be $558.02 annually. 


O 
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EXEMPTING FROM TAXATION CERTAIN PROPERTY OF 
THE UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS, INC., IN THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Aucust 24, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 


Mr. McMittan, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 1921] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1921) to exempt from taxation certain property of the 
United Spanish War Veterans, Inc., in the District of Columbia, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommend that the bill S. 1921 do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to exempt from taxation that part of the 
real property described as lot 886, in square 677, situated in the city 
of Washington, District of Columbia, which comprises the undivided 
one-half interest owned by the United Spanish War Veterans, Inc., 
so long as the same is owned and occupied by the said corporation, 
and is not used for commercial purposes, subject to the provisions 
of sections 2, 3, and 5 of the act entitled “‘An Act to define the real 
property exempt from taxation in the District of Columbia’’, approved 
December 24, 1942 (56 Stat. 1089). 

The present assessed value of lot 886 in square 677, located at 40 
G Street, NE., is $58,995, of which $9,995 represents land valuation 
and $49,000 represents the valuation of the building thereon. The 
total tax on this property at the current rate is $1,357.08. Since 
S. 1921 proposes to exempt the undivided one-half interest of the 
United Spanish War Veterans, Inc., the revenue loss to the District 
of Columbia annually, based on present values and tax rates, would 
be $678.54. 

This property was formerly owned in its entirety by the National 
Tribune Corp. On May 7, 1937, the National Tribune Corp. con- 
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veyed in fee simple an undivided one-half interest in the above- 
described property to the United Spanish War Veterans, Inc. The 
first and second floors of the building on the property are occupied 
by the National Tribune Corp. and the third and fourth floors are 
occupied by the United Spanish War Veterans. 


O 





